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Special  Education  in 
Local  Public  Schools:    A  Directory 


SPECIAL  EDUCATION  of  exceptional  children 
in  local  public  school  systems  had  its  beginning 
about  the  turn  of  the  century.  It  has  shown  a  re- 
markable and  accelerated  growth  over  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  change  has  been 
in  the  number  of  local  public  school  systems  re- 
porting enrollments  in  some  type  of  special  educa- 
tion program.  By  1958,  the  number  of  places  had 
grown  to  over  3,600,  were  located  in  48  States,  and 
enrolled  over  882,000  children  and  youth.  This 
growth  has  been  the  result  of  the  increasingly  wide- 
spread public  interest  in  the  education  of 
exceptional  children,  and  the  general  acceptance  of 
special  education  as  an  aspect  of  our  public  schools. 
This  expansion  has  occurred  in  spite  of  an  almost 
equally  dramatic  reduction  in  the  total  number  of 
school  districts.  It  may  be  that  school  district 
reorganization  has  facilitated  this  expansion. 

Special  education  in  their  own  community  or  a 
nearby  school  system,  therefore,  has  now  been 
made  available  to  many  more  thousands  of  excep- 
tional children  in  the  United  States  over  a  much 
more  widely  distributed  area.  Nevertheless,  the 
coverage  is  still  far  from  complete.  Perhaps  not 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  children  requiring 
special  education  are  now  receiving  it. 

In  our  highly  mobile  population,  inquiries  re- 
garding the  places  where  special  education  is  avail- 
able in  local  public  school  systems  have  multiplied 
manyfold.  These  inquiries  come  from  personnel 
connected  with  the  Armed  Services,  from  parents 
wishing  to  find  suitable  schools  when  they  move  to 
another  area,  from  American  educators,  and  from 
educators  in  other  countries. 

While  the  Office  of  Education  has  for  many 
years  periodically  published  statistics  of  special 


education  in  local  public  school  systems,  the  pre- 
sentation of  these  data  in  the  form  of  a  directory 
is  offered  here  for  the  first  time.  It  is  believed  that 
this  directory  will  help  to  fill  a  real  need  for  a  con- 
venient and  reasonably  reliable  guide  for  this  very 
widely  dispersed  set  of  educational  services. 

About  this  directory  and  its  uses 

This  listing  is  based  on  that  part  of  the  Biennial 
Survey  of  Education  in  the  United  States,  by  the 
U.  S.  Office  of  Education,  which  deals  with  statis- 
tics of  special  education  of  exceptional  children 
and  youth.1 

All  the  data  were  derived  from  the  original  re- 
ports of  local  school  districts  in  response  to  an 
Office  of  Education  questionnaire.  The  mailing 
list  was  checked  by  each  of  the  48  State  depart- 
ments of  education  in  1958.  Of  the  schools  to 
which  forms  were  sent,  97  percent  responded. 
Programs  were  reported  as  of  February  1958. 

The  listing  in  this  directory  is  confined  to  special 
education  programs  in  local  public  schools.  It  is 
arranged  alphabetically  by  State  and  by  local 
school  system  within  each  State.  In  general,  it 
can  be  expected  that  the  geographic  areas  covered 
by  the  schools  listed  may  be  somewhat  larger  than 
indicated  by  the  place  name  alone,  because  many 
have  cooperative  arrangements  with  other  school 
systems  or  accept  tuition  pupils. 

To  bring  the  directory  down  to  convenient  size 
for  over  3,600  school  systems  has  meant  reducing 
the  data  for  any  locality  to  the  bare  minimum  that 


1  The  complete  analysis  of  the  statistical  data  will  be  published  as 
Statistics  of  Special  Education  for  Exceptional  Children  and  Youth,  1957-58. 
(In  preparation) 


was  thought  might  be  helpful  to  the  majority  of 
users.  These  data  include  the  number  of  children 
enrolled  in  elementary  and  secondary  programs,  by 
area  of  exceptionality.  The  total  enrollments  for 
the  mentally  retarded  are  reported  by  upper 
(educable)  and  middle  (trainable)  range.  Some 
5,000  nursery  school  and  kindergarten  children, 
also  reported,  are  not  included  here. 

The  possible  uses  of  the  directory  are  numerous. 
It  will  be  possible  to  derive  an  impression  of  the 
scope  and  distribution  of  the  programs  nationally, 
and  the  scope  and  distribution  of  programs  in  any 
particular  area  of  exceptionality.  The  material 
also  forms  a  basic  list  on  such  matters  as  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  programs,  by  area  of  excep- 
tionality. 

For  details  regarding  statewide  aspects  of  cur- 
rent programs  write  to  the  State  department  of 
education  in  each  of  the  50  States,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Canal  Zone,  Guam,  or  Puerto  Rico.  A 
directory  of  special  educational  personnel  in  State 


Departments  of  Education  is  available  from  the 
U.  S.  Office  of  Education  upon  request. 

For  further  details  regarding  any  local  program 
listed,  write  to  the  superintendent  of  schools  of 
that  district.  Placements  of  individual  children 
will  necessarily  be  made  through  the  local  school 
superintendent. 

When  the  name  of  the  school  system  is  different 
from  the  post  office  address,  the  post  office  is  given 
also,  for  example,  when  the  operating  district  is  a 
county.  When  the  name  of  the  post  office  is  the 
same  as  the  school,  the  post  office  is  omitted.  In 
some  instances,  the  operating  district  may  have  a 
number  or  title,  especially  if  it  is  reorganized  or 
consolidated.  In  others,  it  may  be  a  high  school 
district  or  an  elementary  district!  The  following 
key  is  provided  to  the  abbreviations  used  in  the 
listing: 

Co. — County  U. — Union  or  unified 

H.S. — High  school  Cons. — Consolidated 

Elem. — Elementary        Twp. — Township 
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Traverse  City 

Troy  Twp.,  Birmingham.    ... 

Utica 

Van  Buren,  Belleville 

Vicksburg 

Walled  Lake  Cons 

Warren  Cons.    .... 

Waterford  Twp.,  Pontiac    ._      ._    .. 

Wayne  Co.,  Detroit _         .    . 

West  Bloomfield  Twp.,  Keego  Harbor. 

Whiteford,  Ottawa  Lake.  _ 

Willow  Run- 

Wyandotte _          .    .     . 

MINNESOTA 

Albert  Lea. 

Alexandria-..    

Anoka-Hennepin,  Anoka.. 

Austin 

Bingham  Lake.,     __    . 

Bloomington  Cons 

Blue  Earth 

Cloquet. __       _    _.    

Coleroine .-    .    . 

Columbia  Heights,  Minneapolis _ 

Crosby-lronton,  Crosby ... 

Detroit  Lakes,  Joint  Cons 

Duluth  Spec _ .- 

East  Grand  Forks..     __    _       __    

Edino 

Ely- 

Eveleth 

Faribault 

Fergus  Falls ..      

Fridley,  Minneapolis _    ,. 

Grand  Rapids .    -       .. 

Granite  Foils,  Joint      .      

Hastings __     

Hibbing.                                       

Hopkins 

Isle.. 

Lake  field  Cons. _    . 

Lake  Park 

Martin  Co.,  Fairmont.. ______ 

Melrose.    . _     _ 

Minneapolis  Special. __    .     ... 

Morrison,  Little  Falls    
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Oakland. 

Oaklyn ...             . 

Ocean  Twp.,  Wanamassa 

Orange.    .           .. 

Palisades  Park _    _    __. 

Paramus -    _         _ 

Pork  Ridge.  ...  .    

Pascack  Valley  H.S.,  Hillsdale.  - 

Paterson .              __      _    . 

Paulsboro .    _. 

Pemberton  Twp.,  Browns  Mills.     -    _    _ 

Pennsauken  Twp . 

Penns  Grove-Upper  Penns  Neck  Twp., 
Penns  Grove.                   __._.. 

Pequannock  Twp.,  Pompton  Plains 

Perth  Am  boy _       ...__    

Phillipsburg  Town . 

Pilesgrove,  Woodstown.  _ 

Pitman.    _ 

Plainfield 

Pleasantville ._    _ 

Pompton  Lakes 

Princeton _ 

Princeton  Twp. . 

Rahway..    .    ._                     __    _ 

Ramsey ...    ..      

Randolph  Twp.,  Dover ..    

Red  Bank 

Ridgefield _._    

Ridgefield  Park... 

Ridgewood  Twp.. 

River  Edge _                               

Rockaway...       _              __            ... 

Roselle 

Roxbury  Twp.,  Succasunna 

Rutherford    „ 

Saddle  Brook  Twp.,  Rochelle  Park 

Sayreville ..       _            ..       _.              

Scotch  Plains. _    _    _ 

Secaucus  Town _    _       

Somerville ...                                     

South  Brunswick,  Dayton. 

South  Plainfield.. .    .. 

South  River 

Sparta..    

Springfield 

Summit .    .    .    _ 
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OHIO— Continued 

Lake  Co.,  Painesville _           

Lincoln  Heights,  Cincinnati   — 

Lorain  Co.,  Elyria.  .       

Lucas  Co.,  Toledo .__      _         . 

Mahoning  Co.,  Youngstown 

Mansfield „    _           _. 

Martins  Ferry.     -     .    _    _.    .    

Mayfield,  Cleveland             __    

Meigs  Co.,  Pomeroy        _         

Mentor _         _      

Montgomery  Co.,  Dayton —    _    

Morgan  Co.,  McConnelsville 

Mount  Vernon  _. _ 

Nelsonville.    .                .    _. 

New  Philadelphia.    _       __       

Niles 

Norwood.         _              .. 

Oakwood,  Dayton _    

Oberlin 

Painesville. __ __- 

Parma    _. 

Peebles-  .                .       .    _         - 

Portage  Co.,  Ravenna..    __           _    .    _ 

Reading.    _         _    

Rocky  River,  Cleveland.. 

Seneca  Co.,  Tiffin.. _    __ 

South  Euclid-Lyndhurst,  Cleveland 

Springfield __ 

Steubenviile _    _         _      

Tallmadge _    _.    __    _      . 

Tiffin.  .. 

Tiltonsville _              

Toledo. .        
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